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Your thesis statement (the one sentence which explains what your paper is all about) should be the first sentence you write, but it will not appear at the beginning of your paper.  Normally, the thesis comes at the end of the introductory paragraph.  

Remember, you do not want to write, “I’m going to tell you about….” or “ The purpose of this paper is…”   You must create a sentence that asserts your position without using first person.

Your thesis statement must include both your topic and your position.  These statements do not have to be elaborate; they just need to let the reader know where you stand.

· More gun control by the government is wrong.

· Allowing the government to enforce more gun control laws is wrong.

· The government should not enforce more gun control laws.

You can also create a divided thesis which not only identifies the topic and the side of the issue, but it also lists the pro arguments you will be using in the paper.

· Gun control laws are wrong because they are ineffective, they only affect law abiding citizens, and they are an infringement of our 2nd amendment rights.  
· Because they are ineffective, only affect law abiding citizens, and are an infringement on our 2nd amendment rights, new gun control laws should not go into effect.  
Notice some of the problems with the following persuasive thesis statements:

· Many people see both sides to gun control issues.
· Is it right that law abiding citizens are affected by new gun control laws?
· You should not support new gun control laws.

· New control laws are wrong because they are ineffective.

Your assignment:  Create 4 thesis statements for your topic. Use two regular and two divided thesis statements.

