Persuasive Thesis Statements:

Mrs. Budimlija

Composition 11

Your thesis statement (the one sentence which explains what your paper is all about) should be the first sentence you write, but it will not appear at the beginning of your paper.  Normally, the thesis comes at the end of the introductory paragraph.  

Remember, you do not want to write, “I’m going to tell you about….” or “ The purpose of this paper is…”   You must create a sentence that asserts your position without using first person.

Your thesis statement must include both your topic and your position.  These statements do not have to be elaborate; they just need to let the reader know where you stand.

· The death penalty should be reinstated in all states.

· Reinstating the death penalty is the correct choice of action for all states.

· All states should reinstate the death penalty.

You can also create a divided thesis which not only identifies the topic and the side of the issue, but it also lists the pro arguments you will be using in the paper.

· The death penalty should be reinstated in all states because it is supported by the Bible, offers revenge to friends and family of the victim, is a just punishment for heinous crimes, and it deters crime.

· Because it is supported by the Bible, offers revenge to friends and family of the victim, is a just punishment for heinous crimes, and it deters crime, the death penalty should be reinstated in all states.

Notice some of the problems with the following persuasive thesis statements:

· Many questions about the Kennedy assassinations remain unanswered.
· Is it right that someone who murders another person should be able to get off by saying he is insane?
· Napster should have been legal as it was because many people liked the site.

· The death penalty is something you should not support.

· Euthanasia should be an option for the terminally ill who want to end their pain.

Your assignment:  Create 5 thesis statements for your topic. Use both regular and divided thesis statements.

Creating an Opening Sentence:
Not just any sentence will do for an opening sentence; this sentence must have impact on your reader.  Since it is the first example of your writing the reader will see, the reader’s opinion of your writing will begin to form at this point.  For this reason you must use extreme care as you write it.  The opening sentence must accomplish two purposes:  it must attract your reader’s attention, and it must lead into the subject of the paper. 

· Motherhood is in trouble, and it ought to be.

Notice how you immediately wonder where the paper is heading.  The sentence is general enough so as not to give away the thesis of the paper, yet it introduces what the writer wants to talk about in the paper:  the weakening of society’s demand that every young couple have children whether or not they want them.  This type of opening sentence is called a provocative opening.  Here is one more example.

· Play is the work of children.

Another type of opening sentence is the rhetorical question, the question for which no answer is expected.

· When are Americans going to learn not to believe the promises of politicians?

· How many mothers think they are helping their babies when they are actually doing them more harm than good?

Using a quotation from a famous person or authority on your subject is also a good way to begin.

· “To be, or not to be- that is the question.”  (Shakespeare)

· Paul Tzimoulis has called the Cayman Islands the “Superbowl of Diving,” and they are just that.

Your assignment:

Create one opening sentence for each type listed above.  
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